The Battle of Vimy Ridge
In April of 1917, an army of civilians from a nation
with little military tradition did the impossible. These
Canadians conquered the best-defended ridge on the
Western Front. They did it with daring and common
sense, overcoming the challenges that had stopped
the English and French armies in previous attempts.
Based on his book Innocent Heroes, Sigmund
Brouwer’s Vimy Ridge Presentation gives students a
deeper understanding of this defining moment in
Canadian history, highlighting the role of First Nations
soldiers in World War One, and teaches students how
to apply leadership and teamwork lessons from that
victory to their own classrooms and lives today.
(Because of the focus on how animal heroes helped
soldiers, the presentation is appropriate for grades
three and up.)
Over the last three decades, Sigmund Brouwer has visited
hundreds of schools with his Rock and Roll Literacy presentation.
For more information about booking him for the Vimy presentation
at your school, please email thebattleofvimyridge@icloud.com.

The first chapter of Innocent Heroes and a study guide is available for free
download at www.sigmundbrouwer.com/innocentheroes, along with the free song
“Something Brave”, highlighted at the video: https://youtu.be/7Jk6ieSuLJA.
(To order a book or class set of books for your school, send an email to thebattleofvimyridge@icloud.com.)

INNOCENT HEROES is a unique celebration of the important role animals play in war, and an insightful
look at the taking of Vimy Ridge from the perspective of 3 men in a Canadian platoon.
This book consists of eight connected fictional stories about a Canadian platoon in WW1. Each story is
followed by non-fiction sections that tell the true story of these animals from around the world and of the
Canadian soldiers who took Vimy Ridge. Through the friendship that grows between three of these
soldiers in particular, we get a close-up look at life in the trenches, the taking of Vimy Ridge, the bonds
between soldiers and their animals and what it meant to be Canadian in the First World War.
“A steppingstone to Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse (1983) and a worthy introduction to the Great War.”
— Kirkus Reviews
Canadian Sigmund Brouwer is the best-selling author of nearly thirty novels, with close to 4 million books in print.
He has won the Christy Book of the Year and the Arthur Ellis award for Canada’s best juvenile mystery, as well as
being a finalist for two TD Children’s Literature Awards and finalist for several Red Maple Awards. His historical
novel, Thief of Glory, won the prestigious Alberta Readers’s Choice Award.

